
    
 

 

UNS TUC K: D O N ’ T  G I V E  UP 
Hello again!!  It is so good to have you join us this morning 8-)  We are still anticipating the time in 
which we can converse with one another face to face.  Go ahead and dive into our third week of 
May’s curriculum.  The webpage you were just on has today’s video and teaching numbered for you.  
Please open them in order as titled.   

The worship link, this week’s bible story, and the day’s activities are below.   

GOD VIEW: 

GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN DETERMINATION AND GOD’S 
CHARACTER, AS SHOWN THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY.  DETERMINATION IS 
DECIDING IT’S WORTH IT TO FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED.  
 
In Acts 3: 1-4:21 we see that Jesus’ mission isn’t going to be that easy. Peter healed someone in the name of 
Jesus and caused quite a stir. Peter and John used this moment to share the message of Jesus. Soon though, 
the religious leaders arrested them and had them stand trial. Peter and John showed determination. They 
made it clear that no matter what happened to them, they would continue sharing Jesus with others. 
 
Bottom Line: Keep going even when it gets tough. Even when we follow Jesus, we’re not promised an easy 
life. We are promised that God will be with us. Just because a situation we face is difficult, doesn’t mean it’s 
time to give up. We pray that kids will learn to lean into the power of God to find the determination they need to 
keep going. 
 
 

Bible Story: Go the Distance (Peter and John Are Taken to the Sanhedrin) • Acts 3:1–4:21 

Bottom Line: Keep going even when it gets tough. 

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a 

crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV) 

Life App: Determination—Deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started 

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
Worship:  You can copy and paste this link for worship songs - https://spoti.fi/2TqDhBJ	
 
Bible Story: 
PARENTS: You will read Acts 3:1–4:21  
 
“We’re picking up God’s Big Story today just after Pentecost, which was the time when God sent His Holy Spirit 
to the believers. God in them and with them was just what they needed to start the mission Jesus had given 
them to tell the whole world about Him. 
 
“There were a ton of people gathered in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost. God’s Holy Spirit gave Peter the 
ability to speak to the crowd. Peter told the people about who Jesus was, how He died on a cross for their sins, 



    
 

 

and how He rose from the dead. That day, 3,000 people put their faith in Jesus! 
 
“And that was just the beginning. Every day, more and more people were coming to know Jesus and joining 
the believers. As the church grew, the believers shared everything they had with each other. They shared their 
food, their possessions, and their homes. 
 
“It must have been so exciting to be a part of the early church, but at the same time, it wasn’t easy. Things 
quickly became difficult for the believers. In the book of Acts in the Bible, we can read about the difficulties the 
early church faced and how God brought them through it all. 
 
“A man was born unable to walk. Every day, someone would bring him to the temple gate, where he would sit 
and beg.  
 
“One day, Peter and John were going to the temple. 
 
“They passed by the man who couldn’t walk. The man asked Peter and John for money. 
 
“Most people probably tried not to make eye contact with the man. But when he asked Peter and John for 
money, they didn’t ignore him. Instead, they stopped and looked right at him. 
 
“Peter said: ‘I don’t have any silver or gold. But I’ll give you what I do have. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, get up and walk.’ 
 
“Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter healed the man, and the man was able to walk! He went into the 
temple courtyards with Peter and John, where he praised God and jumped for joy! 
 
“The healed man was making quite a scene, and he started to draw a crowd.  
 
“The people in the temple knew this was the same man who had been begging at the gate. They were amazed 
by what had happened to him. 
 
“Peter wanted to make sure the people understood how he had been able to heal the man. So he spoke to 
them.  
 
“Peter said this to them. ‘Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us? It’s not as if 
we’ve made this man walk by our own power or godliness. The God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
has done this.’ 
 
“Peter could have easily taken the credit for healing the man. He could have allowed the people to praise him, 
but he wanted them to understand that God can do things that seem to be impossible. He gave all credit and 
glory to God. 
 
“He also said: ‘This man whom you see and know was made strong because of faith in Jesus’ name. Faith in 
Jesus has healed him completely.’ 
 
“Peter took the opportunity to tell people about Jesus. He told them to turn away from their sin and to follow 
Jesus instead. 
 
“A lot of the people were amazed by Peter’s message, but some weren’t so happy about it. 
 
“The leaders didn’t like how everyone seemed to be turning toward Jesus. They didn’t believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God. They were stuck in their old ways of thinking.” 
 



    
 

 

“When the religious leaders heard what Peter said, they became very angry. They didn’t like Peter and John 
teaching about Jesus, even though it was the truth. The religious leaders and temple authorities arrested Peter 
and John. 
 
“The religious leaders took the two disciples to prison, where they left them for the night. 
 
“The next day, a group of religious leaders, including the high priest Annas and his family, met to determine 
what to do with Peter and John. They had the two men brought to them. 
“The man Peter had healed was there, too. 
 
“The leaders asked Peter and John how they had performed such an amazing miracle. 
 
“By what power did you do this?’ they asked. ‘And through whose name?’ 
 
“This was definitely a sticky situation for Peter and John. If they told the truth, it might mean that they would 
really get in trouble.  
 
“Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit. He said to them, “Rulers and elders of the people! Are you asking us to 
explain our actions today? Do you want to know why we were kind to a man who couldn’t walk? Are you asking 
how he was healed? Then listen to this, you and all the people of Israel! You nailed Jesus Christ of Nazareth to 
the cross. But God raised him from the dead. It is through Jesus’ name that this man stands healed in front of 
you.” 
 
“Peter decided to tell the truth! He knew that while the religious leaders believed in God, they didn’t have the 
full picture. So through the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter used the opportunity to tell them about Jesus. 
 
“He said: ‘You can’t be saved by believing in anyone else. God has given people no other name under heaven 
that will save them.’ 
 
“This was a very bold statement. In fact, the leaders saw how courageous Peter and John were. They also 
realized the disciples were regular men who didn’t have any special training to talk about God. It was clear that 
they had really been with Jesus, and that’s why they were able to be so brave. 
 
“There was nothing else the religious leaders could do. They were stuck. It was clear that Peter and John had 
healed a man; he was standing right there next to them! But the leaders didn’t want anyone else to believe in 
Jesus. So they gave Peter and John a warning to never speak in Jesus’ name again. 
 
“Peter and John replied: ‘We have to speak about the things we’ve seen and heard.’ 
 
“Nothing could stop Peter and John. They had to continue to obey God and tell others about Jesus. 
 
“The religious leaders couldn’t find a reason to keep them in prison, so they let Peter and John go.  
 
“Peter and John returned to their friends and told them everything God had done. 
 
“The people praised God for what had happened. God had used that situation for great good! Lots of people 
who had seen the healed man and heard Peter’s message about Jesus put their faith in Him. In fact, the 
number of believers grew to about 5,000! Wow! That’s a lot of people! 
 
“Here’s what we need to remember today: 
 
“Peter and John showed determination even when they were thrown into jail and put on trial. It was a pretty 
sticky situation. But Peter and John continued to follow Jesus and do what they knew was right. They were 



    
 

 

able to make the wise choice when things were difficult, because they knew it was worth it to finish what they 
started. Because they kept going, even more people came to know Jesus! 
“When life gets tough, we can have determination just like Peter and John did. We can trust God no matter 
what. We can rely on God and ask Him to give us the strength we need to keep going.  
 
 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
 
1. Even When    
 
What You Need: “Even When” Activity Page (see below), ping-pong ball, objects to carry ball 
(spatula, spoon, chopsticks, jumbo straw, etc.) 
 
What You Do: 

• Instruct kids to sit in a circle. 
• Choose one kid to go first.  
• Give that kid a ping-pong ball and something to carry the ball with (spatula, spoon, chopsticks, 

etc.). 
• Ask them to carry the ball around the circle. 
• After they make it once around the circle, they will tag someone else to be “It.”  
• The next person will carry the ball as well but with a different item. 
• If/when they drop the ball, give an “Even When” question and talk about how they can show 

determination even when something tough happens. 
o Note: It’s okay if a lot of the kids’ responses are simply, “Keep doing the thing you 

started.” The idea is to get them thinking about all the different opportunities they have 
to buckle down and show determination.  

• Continue rotating items and taking turns until all kids have had a chance to walk around the 
circle. 

 
What You Say: 
“Isn’t it so hard to continue what we started when things go wrong? How did you feel when the ping-
pong ball fell off whatever you were holding it with? Just like I decided to show determination, you can 
choose to keep going, too! Whatever hurdle comes your way, it is always worth it to finish what we 
started. Let’s decide that this week, we are going to keep going even when it gets tough.” 
 
 
 
2.  Unstuck the Stack  
 
What You Need: Plastic cups, permanent markers, timer, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide into teams. 
• Provide each team with permanent markers and a plastic cup for each word of your preferred 

translation of Galatians 6:9. 
• Instruct the teams to work together to write the memory verse (including the reference) on the 

cups, with one word per cup. 



    
 

 

• Once teams are finished writing the verse, instruct them to stack their cups inside each other in 
ascending order. 

o The reference cup should be on the very bottom (so it’s the outside cup in the stack). 
o The next cup from the bottom should be the first word of the verse. 
o The third cup from the bottom should be the second word of the verse, and so on. 

• Ask each team to pick one person to go first. 
• When you say, “Go,” teams must race to move the reference cup through the stack of other 

cups until the reference cup is back on the bottom. 
o They’ll do this by taking a single cup from the bottom of the stack and placing it on the 

top (inside the top cup) and continue doing this until all cups have been rotated and they 
are back at the reference cup. 

• While their teammate moves the cups through the stack, the entire group must say the verse 
out loud. 

• The team that gets through the stack fastest, wins! 
 
What You Say: 
“You guys pushed through and showed determination. Was anyone wishing they could just give up in 
the middle of the game and be done?  You know, our verse this month reminds us that we can keep 
going even when it gets tough. Whether we are about to finish up the school year, attempting to do 
all of our chores at hyper speed, or simply showing kindness to our siblings, let’s remember that God 
wants us show determination every day!” 
 
 
EXTRA:  Follow through for the week 
What You Need: Cups from the “Unstuck the Stack” activity, markers, paper, scissors 
 
What You Do:  

• Give each kid a cup, a marker, a piece of paper and scissors. 
• Kids will cut out several small strips of paper from the paper. 
• Next, they write the names of family and friends on each strip. 
• Tell kids that each day this week, they should pull the name of one person out of the cup and 

pray for God to help that person have determination, no matter what comes their way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

 

 
 
 
EVEN WHEN Activity Page 
 
1. You’ve been asked to watch your younger sister for the next hour. How can you show 

determination EVEN WHEN your sister keeps getting into cabinets she’s not supposed to? 

2. Your teacher is picking out your partner that you must complete a project with. How can you 
show determination EVEN WHEN she pairs you up with a kid who doesn’t usually try very 
hard? 

3. Your gym teacher is having everyone run a mile today. How can you show determination EVEN 
WHEN you are super tired? 

4. Your piano recital is coming up and the piece you’re supposed to play has some hard sections to 
learn. How can you show determination EVEN WHEN you have to keep practicing the same 
thing over and over again? 

5. You want to go outside and play with your friends. How can you show determination EVEN 
WHEN you have a ton of homework to do first? 

6. It’s your turn to clean up after dinner. How can you show determination EVEN WHEN your 
little brother got his spaghetti all over the table? 

7. You’re having a hard time with free throws in basketball. How can you show determination 
EVEN WHEN you miss most of the shots you take? 

8. You’re folding laundry, but the pile doesn’t seem to be getting any smaller. How do you show 
determination EVEN WHEN you are so ready 

to be done with chores? 
 
 


