
    
 

  

U N S T U C K :  D O N ’ T  G I V E  UP  

mtn. church families….helllllooooooooo!!  Have you started asking yourselves “are we there yet”?  Is 
the time for us to gather as a family again upon us?  Oh, how I hope so!  You are all SO missed.  

For those who are new here, a big WELCOME 8-)   

To get to our teachings for today, please exit to the webpage you were just on and open up each 
“Open Me…” in order as titled.  Don’t forget to scroll down for the worship link, this week’s bible story, 
and the day’s activities are below.   

GOD VIEW: 

GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN DETERMINATION AND GOD’S CHARACTER, AS SHOWN 
THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY.  DETERMINATION IS DECIDING IT’S WORTH IT TO FINISH WHAT YOU 
STARTED.  
  

In Acts 6:8 - 7:60, we find a somber moment in the life in the early church. Stephen, a church leader, was 
arrested and put on trial for teaching about Jesus. Even as he was being stoned to death, Stephen showed 
determination. He boldly shared how Jesus was the Savior God promised from the beginning. Stephen was 
willing to die for his faith because he believed that Jesus was truly the Son of God. 
 
Bottom Line: Keep going because God knows the end of the story. When it comes down to it, most of 
our fear comes from being unsure of what will happen next. It’s all too easy to go to the worst-case scenario 
in the situations we face. Thankfully, no matter what difficulties we may face in life, we can trust that God 
will help us face them. God can give us the strength we need to get through every moment. 
 
 
 

Bible Story: Spirit Thing (The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost) • Acts 6:8 - 7:60 

Bottom Line: God gives you what you need to keep going. 

Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a 
crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV) 
 
Life App: Determination—Deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 

Worship:  You can copy and paste this link for worship songs - https://spoti.fi/2TqDhBJ 
 
Bible Story: 
PARENTS:  You will read Acts 6:8 – 7:60 
 
“On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came and filled a room full of believers. They were able to 
speak in languages they didn’t know and share the good news of Jesus. Three thousand people 



    
 

  

came to know Jesus that day! Later, Peter and John told other people about Jesus, and by that point, 
there were more than 5,000 believers. That’s a lot of people! 
 
“Some of the people needed special care. They weren’t able to provide food for themselves, and they 
needed help. The believers took care of them. The apostles—those who had been with Jesus while 
He was on earth—made a plan. They chose seven wise men who listened to and followed God’s Holy 
Spirit. Their job was to make sure everyone had what they needed. 
 
“One of those seven men was named Stephen. He was full of faith and full of the Holy Spirit. When 
someone needed help, everyone thought of Stephen. More and more people believed in Jesus as the 
apostles continued to teach. Meanwhile, Stephen and the other six men made sure that all the 
believers were cared for. 
 
“Stephen was doing what was right, but some of the religious leaders started to argue with him. The 
Holy Spirit gave him the wisdom to be able to answer them. 
 
“The religious leaders didn’t like this one bit, so they schemed against Stephen. In secret, they 
convinced some men to lie about Stephen. The men started telling people they heard Stephen speak 
evil things against Moses, which was a big deal. The men even said Stephen said evil things against 
God! 
 
“When the people heard these lies, they weren’t sure what to think. How could this man of God say 
such things? When the religious leaders heard how the people were stirred up, what do you think 
they did to Stephen? 
 
“The religious leaders had Stephen arrested—even though they knew the rumors were a lie. They 
brought Stephen before their gathering, known as the Sanhedrin, and Stephen was put on trial. 
 
“The religious leaders interviewed men who lied about Stephen. They said that they had heard 
Stephen speak against the Law of Moses and the holy temple. How do you think Stephen responded 
to these lies? Stephen was calm and at peace. 
 
“In fact, Acts 6:15 says, ‘His face was like the face of an angel.’ 
 
“Stephen didn’t worry about what others were saying about him, because he knew the truth.” 
 
“The high priest asked Stephen if these accusations were true. Stephen wanted the leaders to 
understand the truth about Jesus. He knew that God was with him, and he was filled with courage. 
Even though he knew that the religious leaders could kill him, Stephen spoke with boldness and told 
them how Jesus was the most important part of a plan God had set in motion with Abraham so long 
ago. 
 
“Stephen reminded them how God called Abraham to move away from his homeland to a place God 
would give him. Through Abraham’s descendants, God kept His promise. 
 
“Abraham’s son Jacob had 12 sons. One was Joseph, who was sold into slavery and then became 
second in command to Pharaoh. Through Joseph, God saved His people. 
 



    
 

  

“Eventually, God’s people became slaves in Egypt, and again, God saved His people. This time, it 
was through Moses. 
“Finally, the people arrived in the land God had promised. 
 
“Stephen went on to tell the religious leaders about King David, who loved God so much and wanted 
to build Him a beautiful temple. 
 
“Stephen then told the religious leaders about Jesus. In Acts 7:51 – 52, he said: ‘You stubborn 
people! You won’t obey! You won’t listen! You are just like your people of long ago! You always 
oppose the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your people didn’t try to hurt? They even killed 
those who told about the coming of the Blameless One. And now you have handed him over to his 
enemies. You have murdered him.”  
 
“How do you think the religious leaders responded when Stephen said this? 

 
“Even though Stephen spoke the truth about Jesus, the religious leaders were very angry. God knew 
what was in their hearts, so He gave Stephen a vision of heaven. 
 
“God allowed Stephen to see something that no one else there could see. Stephen looked up and 
saw Jesus standing with God. Can you imagine seeing what heaven looks like? But the religious 
leaders didn’t want to hear another word from Stephen. They covered their ears and yelled. 
 
“What happened next was very sad. The religious leaders dragged Stephen out of the city. They left 
their coats with a man named Saul. They all started throwing stones at Stephen, trying to kill him. 
 
“While they did this, Stephen prayed to God. He asked God not to hold this horrible act against the 
people. He asked God to forgive them for their sin. What faith! Even though Stephen had only done 
what was right, he died that day.” 
 
“Jesus had told His followers to live out His love everywhere—no matter what. Through God’s power, 
Stephen had continued to share God’s love all the way until his very last breath. 
 
“What happened to Stephen was terrible and very sad. Maybe it wasn’t how you expected the story to 
go. But the good news is this wasn’t the end of the story. Remember, God showed Stephen a vision. 
Stephen knew that when he died, he would be with Jesus in heaven. 
 
“Stephen was able to keep going because he knew that God was with him. You and I need to 
remember that, too. 
 
 
ACTIVITIES: 
1. And Then!   
 
What You Need: “And Then!” Activity Page, paper, pen / pencil 
 
What You Do: 
 Give each kid a story starter from the “And Then!” activity page (see below), some writing 
paper, and a pen / pencil. 
 Instruct each kid to read his or her story starter and then dream up a super cool ending. 



    
 

  

 They can use the paper and pen / pencil to write or draw their ideas out. 
 Give each kid the opportunity to present his or her stories. 
What You Say: 
“Wow!  All of you are seriously creative. It was great to hear how the characters in your story showed 
determination in spite of the obstacles in their way. You know, there are days when all we see are the 
obstacles to our story. We can’t imagine how a particular situation will ever get better. When we’re 
struggling at school, or the grownups at home aren’t getting along, it’s hard to think of how that might 
end well. But we can keep going because God knows the end of the story.”  
 
 
2. Verse Unwrapped   
 
What You Need: Winter gloves, candy 
 
What You Do: 

• Review Galatians 6:9 aloud. 
• Give each of kid a piece of candy, but tell them to not eat it yet! 
• Encourage kids to attempt to open the candy while wearing the gloves, all the while saying the 

verse. 
• If they unwrap their candy successfully, they can eat it.  
• If they can’t unwrap the candy before the entire verse gets said, they have to wait until the end 

of the game! 
• Kids may not be able to open the candy while wearing the gloves, so the goal is to show 

determination. 
• Once you are finished with the game, allow kids to enjoy their candy! 

 
What You Say: 
“Nothing helps me stay determined like my favorite candy! Watching you work THAT hard to get to 
that candy was impressive. You didn’t know if or when you’d actually be able to get to your candy, but 
you did a great job showing determination. After all the times we said our verse just now, you should 
definitely have it memorized at this point! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

  

 
 
 
And Then! Activity Page 



    
 

  

 


